SAMLESBURY & CUERDALE PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Meeting held on 21st May 2026 
at Samlesbury Memorial Hall
Present: Councillors:  Graham Young (Chairman), S Fawcett, (Vice Chairman), G Clayton, S Durham, C Lewis, G Whalley, I Seed, S Redmayne, M Higginson and M Graham (Clerk)
Apologies for absence:  SRBC Councillor P Mullineaux and County Councillor Fred Cottam
Also in attendance:  4 members of the public

	Agenda Item and Discussion
	Action

	1: Declarations of Personal/Prejudicial Interest
The Chairman reminded Members of their responsibility to declare any personal interest in respect of matters on the agenda in accordance with the provisions of the Local Government Act 2000, the Council’s Constitution, and the Members Code of Conduct.  
	

	2. Minutes of the Last Meeting and Matters Arising
The minutes of the 26th March 2026 meeting were approved.  There were no matters arising not being dealt with elsewhere on the meeting agenda. 
	



	3.  Chairman’s Welcome
Everyone was welcomed to the meeting. Following a suggestion by the Chair it was agreed that in future years the AGM would be merged with the full Parish meeting in May to form one seamless meeting. 
	


	4. Chairman’s Report
The Chairman highlighted the recent SRBC Planning Committee meeting when 178 residents attended in Leyland to express their opposition to the proposed Cuerdale Garden Village development.  The joint work with the Samlesbury Action Committee was most worthwhile and the Action Committee had done excellent work helping to get our residents leaflet delivered.  SRBC Planning Committee turned down the application; however, we fully expect Story Homes to make an appeal to the Secretary of State.  The meeting recognised that decisions may have to be made at short notice by the Parish Council between meetings and this should involve the full Council as best as possible.

The brick wall along Spring Lane was also discussed with the Chair asking UU for a follow up meeting given the length of time this is taking.  At the request of S Durham he would also raise the state of the verges.
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	5. Lancashire County Council
No report.  County Cllr Cottam had sent his apologies.
	


	6. South Ribble BC
Councillor Mullineaux was unable to attend due to an event elsewhere.  He had asked the Clerk to refer any relevant issues directly to him.
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	7. Matters Arising from Residents
A resident asked about the proposed play area on the Parish playing fields.  She had concerns about driveways being blocked by cars visiting the play area.  It was agreed that the Parish ensure all potentially impacted residents are consulted (some have approached already) and that signage and other methods be considered to ensure driveways and sightlines are not obstructed.

The issue of speeding was raised yet again.  This resulted in a lengthy debate. The Clerk reported that there is no funding from LCC nor Lancashire Police for static enforcement cameras.  It was reported that speeding takes place on every road within the Parish; after debate it was resolved by the Council that we need to focus on the 30mph roads in and immediately around Samlesbury village.  M Higginson agreed to contact Lancashire Police traffic management team to request urgent speed enforcement measures take place.

It was reported that the dangerous ash trees on Preston New Road had been removed by LCC and the vegetation on the pavements near to the bus stops close to the Preston New Rd / Nabs Head Lane junctions had also been removed. The flooding in the road by Alpaca Fold Farm still needs attention.  S Durham stated that she was concerned at the lack of actions on some matters (mainly LCC related) and that we should keep a spreadsheet of actions raised and those completed.

The saga of the site of the Potters Lane bus stop was raised yet again.  Our correspondence with LCC had been forwarded to Maya Ellis MP but no response had been received to date.  The Clerk was asked to contact LCC again and to refer to the sightlines being blocked for vehicles emerging from Potter Lane.

It was reported that the Central Lancashire Local Plan will require SRBC to respond in full to the Planning Inspectorate by 22nd June at the latest.
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	8. Matters Arising from Parish Councillors
The litter pickers and bag rings are available.  S Durham requested 5 pickers and rings for a litter pick in the Nabs Head Lane / Further Lane area.

S Durham stated she was unhappy with how the Parish Council operates and that the Chair was holding meetings without other councillors being aware or present.  It was stated that the role of the Chair was to take a lead between meetings and that on many occasions, due to his role in the NFU and Young Farmers, he came across many useful business, political and council officer contacts during his day-to-day work.  S Durham argued that we were operating in an anti-democratic manner and councillors should be aware of all meetings and discussions.  After a somewhat acrimonious discussion it was agreed that all councillors should, where possible, in advance of pre-planned meetings advise the Clerk so he could circulate the detail to others.  It was however recognised that discussions often happen on an impromptu basis.

The Clerk was asked to approach SRBC for a replacement litter bin on Huntley Gate layby.

Concerns were raised that farmers gates and fences were being cut by trespassers and this could result with cattle going on the highways (especially the A59).  Farmers have been repairing the damage on a regular basis, but they cannot inspect miles of fences and gates daily.  The Chair agreed to approach Lancashire Police Rural Policing Unit to investigate and offer advice.
S Durham asked for an update on the meeting with the developers of the Branch Road site.  The Chair said he would action this and S Durham could be invited if a date is agreed.

Other items for action were a replacement road sign for Branch Road and the repair of the traffic island on the Spine Road traffic island.
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	9. Accounts
a) The following payments were agreed and the relevant cheque signed:
	Easy Websites
	01
	Website and emails April 26 
	£58.08
	DD

	LCC
	02
	Refund of overpayment to PC
	£636.73
	BACS

	Mike Graham
	03
	Clerk Salary April 26
	£244.80
	Cheque (1)

	HMRC
	04
	Tax and NI April
	£61.20
	BACS

	PWD Ltd
	05
	Printing ‘Save Samlesbury’
	£360.00
	BACS

	LALC
	06
	2026/27 Subs
	£238.05
	BACS

	Easy Websites
	07
	Website and emails May 2026
	£58.08
	DD

	Mike Graham
	08
	Clerk Salary May 26
	£244.80
	Cheque (1)

	HMRC
	09
	Tax and NI May
	£61.20
	BACS

	Alison Gerrard
	10
	Accountant 
	£180.00
	BACS

	Mike Graham
	11
	Office Consumables
	£9.94
	Cheque (1)

	Morecambe Town Council
	12
	Payroll for 12 months 
	£360.00
	BACS

	PWD Ltd
	13
	Printing (CGV)
	£30.00
	BACS


Mike Graham £244.80 + £244.80 + £9.94 = £499.54 cheque number 00733

b) A bank reconciliation had signed by our Auditor, Allison Gerrard.
c) The AGAR audit had been completed and signed by the Chair and our Auditor.
d) The ‘Variance’ explanation and ‘Notice of Right to Inspect Accounts’ had both been completed and put on our website along with the end of year bank reconciliation.
e) It was agreed to leave the issue of the Clerk’s Working from Home Allowance (to replace the HMRC Allowance) until a Contract of Employment was ready so this could be incorporated.  It was noted that Hoghton PC (who have the same Clerk) are finalising a contract and this would be shared to enable us to replicate it.
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	10.  Planning Applications
The following applications had been received since the last meeting:
· Non material amendment to permission 07/2025/00406/FUL - Full planning application for phased residential development (Three phases - Use Class C3) of 121 dwellings with associated landscaping, access/ egress, car parking, drainage, and other necessary supporting infrastructure Land South Of Myerscough Smithy Road/West Of Branch Road Mellor Brook LancashireRef. No: 07/2026/00297/NMA | Received: Thu 16 Apr 2026 | Validated: Thu 16 Apr 2026 |Status: Decided
· Erection of single-storey side / rear extension, including conversion and reconfiguration of existing garage and ancillary structures to form integrated residential annexe Sunnyhurst Preston New Road Samlesbury Preston Lancashire PR5 0UPRef. No: 07/2026/00273/HOH | Received: Wed 08 Apr 2026 | Validated: Wed 08 Apr 2026 |Status: Unknown
· Discharge of Condition no 11 (Landscaping Scheme) of planning permission 07/2025/00269/FUL (Erection of a drive-thru restaurant (Use Class E / Sui Generis) with associated access, servicing, car parking, hard and soft landscaping, substation, engineering works and other associated works)  Riverside Filling Station Preston New Road Samlesbury Preston Lancashire PR5 0UJRef. No: 07/2026/00237/DIS | Received: Wed 25 Mar 2026 | Validated: Wed 25 Mar 2026 |Status: Unknown
· V stack and flag signs Land West of Branch Road, Myerscough Smithy Lane Balderstone Lancashire Ref No: 07/2026/00201/ADV | Received: Thu 12 Mar 2026 | Validated: Mon 20 Apr 2026 |Status: Unknow
· The Lancashire Advanced Engineering and Manufacturing Enterprise Zone (Samlesbury) Local Development Order No 2 (2014) (LDO): Prior Notification of Development for erection of 2 & 3 storey innovation hub (Use classes Eg(i), (ii) and (iii)), with associated infrastructure, landscaping and access. Samlesbury Enterprise Zone Mellor Brook Blackburn Lancashire BB2 7FTRef. No: 07/2026/00320/LDO | Received: Tue 28 Apr 2026 | Validated: Tue 28 Apr 2026 |Status: Unknown
· Application to determine if prior approval is required for an agricultural storage building. Lower Hall Farm Potters Lane Samlesbury Preston Lancashire PR5 0UERef. No: 07/2026/00313/ADE | Received: Fri 24 Apr 2026 | Validated: Fri 24 Apr 2026 | Status: Unknown
There was no comment by Parish councillors on the above applications.
	



	11. Any Other Business
The Clerk reported the Facebook Group was up and running without any issues.  It was a useful conduit to advertise what the Parish Council are doing, and to promote our meetings to a wider audience.
	




	12.  Date of Next Meeting **
23rd July 2026.  The meeting closed at 9:40pm
	



** Please Note this is now the 30th July due to the Clerk having a knee operation.
